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24 March 2023 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

We hope you find the information below useful in the lead up to the forthcoming GCSE examinations. 

 

Year 11 Intervention Sessions 

We appreciate that many students took a temporary break from attending as many intervention 

sessions during and after the mock exams. These sessions will be ongoing after Easter and as such it 

would be good to see more students attend them again; as indeed they were before the mock exams. 

The intervention sessions will be ongoing up to the May half term and a timetable is available on the 

Noticeboard of EduLink One.  

 

Easter Revision 

A number of parents have asked for guidance on how they may support their child over the Easter 

period to revise effectively and to prepare for the upcoming external exams. This is a particularly 

pertinent point as supporting students in preparing for their external exams is a joint effort between 

the school and home. A range of ideas as to how you might help is below. 

 

1) Provide a space for revision to take place. This is ideally at a kitchen or dining room table 

where additional support can be provided rather than in the student's bedroom, where they are 

more isolated.  

2) Ensure there are plenty of index cards, paper, pens and water for effective revision to take 

place. 

3) Be around as much as possible to support in any way you can (see further ideas below). 

4) Go through the Easter revision timetable that will be produced in Form times next week, and 

identify any areas where you might offer support (see ideas below). We appreciate many 

parents will be at work during the day. If this is the case, can a reflection and review 

conversation take place later in the day about revision?  (see below). 

5) Support with the downloading of any past papers. 

6) Download any specifications and go through these together to RAG rate them (Red for don't 

know, Amber for unsure and Green for confident)  

7) Reinforce the view that revision is an active activity rather than a passive activity. This means 

simply reading notes or textbooks has less value than making notes. This is because note 

taking, for example on index cards, requires far more thought processes such as reading the 

information, evaluating which bits are the most important, deciding how to present those 

important bits onto an index card and then assessing the effectiveness. This can then be used 

for testing.  

8) If undertaking a timed mock exam, could this be carried out with you acting as a de-facto 

invigilator, where you keep the time and ensure devices are not going off and that there are 

no interruptions?   

 



 

 

9) Where possible you could offer a quick verbal recall test using the revision notes that have 

been made.  

10) For some subjects it might be appropriate to revise from a visual source, such as a YouTube 

clip. Notes should always be taken.  

11) Literacy is essential for unlocking exam questions, improving sentence structure and use of 

key terminology. Pass on any interesting articles you may come across that might be relevant. 

After you have both read it, have a discussion. Engaging with the daily news provides a wealth 

of benefits. 

12) Limit the use of devices an hour before sleep to ensure sleep patterns are uninterrupted.  

13) Ensure they are getting plenty of regular breaks during revision. It is recommended they are 

revising for a minimum of 4 hours a day during the Easter fortnight in bitesize chunks.   

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mr P Dawson        

Assistant Headteacher  

 


